FROM THIRTY YEARS WITH FREUD
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Freud's passages on the future of religion and its
slow, fateful dissolution are so clear and impressive
that we need only draw the reader's attention to
certain portions. There are sentences here which in
their courageous directness, their monumental
weight, and diamond-hard clarity, are reminiscent
of the opening of the Beethoven C Minor Symphony.
Thus destiny knocks at the door of a culture.
We turn now to the last section of Freud's book.
Here he considers what the future will be like after
religion disappears as a significant element in our
cultural complex. The ideal of psychology, the
supremacy of the intellect, will then take hold;
education for reality will begin. The man of the
future will confront with resignation the limitations
of his own nature and will renounce all illusions.
Here, together with the opponent, we recognize
the logic and importance of Freud's ideas;, but our
scepticism prevails. We feel inclined to counter not
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